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Summary 
 
The East Bethesda Citizens Association conducted a School Assignment Survey to 
determine its residents’ opinions on possible changes to East Bethesda’s assigned 
track for elementary school. The household survey was administered during the Fall of 
2008 and achieved a community response rate of 23%. Twenty-eight percent of survey 
respondents representing their households reported that their family had resided in East 
Bethesda for 5 years or less, the majority (96%) owned their own home, with 2 adults 
(78%) and 1 or more children under the age of 18 years (72%) residing in that home. A 
majority of respondents self-identified as white (90%). Respondents were presented 
with 5 school assignment options, and a 6th option representing other/no preference. 
Option 1 designated a pairing between Rosemary Hills Primary and Bethesda 
Elementary; Option 2 designated Bethesda Elementary only; Option 3 designated a 
pairing between Rosemary Hills Primary and North Chevy Chase Elementary; Option 4 
designated a pairing between Rosemary Hills Primary and Chevy Chase Elementary; 
and Option 5 created a student choice assignment plan. Among all respondents (and 
among respondents with a preference only), a majority favored Bethesda Elementary as 
East Bethesda’s assigned school track (59% and 67%, respectively). A majority of 
residents with preferences residing in or outside of the Glennbrook Village section of 
East Bethesda also favored Bethesda Elementary as East Bethesda’s assigned school 
track (55% and 71%, respectively). However, those residing in the Glennbrook Village 
section were more likely to favor an option that included North Chevy Chase Elementary 
than those residing outside of the Glennbrook Village section (26% and 9%, 
respectively). 
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1. Purpose 
 
Montgomery County Public Schools (MCPS) notified the East Bethesda Citizens 
Association (EBCA) Education Committee that they intended to review East Bethesda 
elementary school assignments as a part of the Fall 2008 MCPS Capital Improvement 
Program. 
 
East Bethesda’s assigned track for elementary school, as approved by the MCPS Board 
of Education in December 1986, is Rosemary Hills Primary (a Kindergarten through 2nd 
Grade school) for Kindergarten through 2nd Grade, and Bethesda Elementary (a 
Kindergarten through 5th Grade school) for Grades 3 through 5. East Bethesda 
students also attend Bethesda Elementary starting in Kindergarten, and North Chevy 
Chase and Chevy Chase Elementary (both 3rd through 6th grade schools), through 
space-available transfer options that were offered based on a "School Articulation 
Options for Rosemary Hill ES Communities" agreement EBCA negotiated with MCPS in 
March, 2000. Bethesda Elementary, Rosemary Hills Primary, North Chevy Chase 
Elementary, and Chevy Chase Elementary Schools are all currently overenrolled. 
MCPS has recently notified EBCA that beginning with the 2009-2010 school year, 
space-available transfers will no longer be granted under the “School Articulation 
Options for Rosemary Hill ES Communities" agreement. 
 
Any change in East Bethesda elementary school assignments would be based on 
guidelines developed though a formal MCPS process that would include input from East 
Bethesda residents and would be approved by the Board of Education. Please see 
www.ebca.org and www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/schools/ for more information on 
our area public elementary schools. 
 
In light of this change, EBCA was interested in determining its residents’ opinions on 
possible changes to East Bethesda’s assigned track for elementary school in order to 
best represent the community’s views. 
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2. Method 
 
Overview. From late September through October, 31, 2008, EBCA’s Education 
Committee made available to East Bethesda residents a School Assignment Survey 
(SAS). A hard copy of the SAS was mailed to each household listed in the EBCA 
address master file (N = 1,280), and was also available for pick-up at three 
neighborhood locations (Cheltenham Drive, Chase Avenue, and Lynbrook Drive parks), 
distributed at a neighborhood event (Halloween parade), was accessible online 
(http://www.ebca.org), and through members of the Education Committee, and upon 
request. Flyers were also posted in the neighborhood reminding households to 
complete a SAS, and additional reminders were included in the EBCA newsletter, on 
the EBCA website, and through the EBCA listserv. 
 
SAS Response Rate. In all, a total of 315 SAS’s were completed and returned. Of 
those 315 SAS’s, 9 (3%; 9/315) were removed due to lack of a verifiable East Bethesda 
residential address, and an additional 12 (4%; 12/315) SAS’s were removed as they 
originated from the same household. In instances were >1 SAS was received from the 
same household, only the first-received SAS was retained. This left a total of 294 SAS’s 
to be analyzed, representing a 23% (294/1,280) household response rate. 
 
Method of SAS Submission. A total of 220 SAS’s (75%; 220/294) were submitted on 
paper and 74 SAS’s (25%; 74/294) were submitted online. 
 
Origin of SAS Submission. A total of 81 SAS’s (28%; 81/294) originated from the 
Glenbrook Village section of East Bethesda, and the remaining 213 SAS’s (72%; 
213/294) originated elsewhere. 
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3. Results 
 
All results are organized by SAS item number. 
 
1) How long have you lived in East Bethesda? (1 = < 1 year, 20 = > 20 years) 
 
              ES_01_YEARS_EB    Frequency     Percent     Frequency      Percent 
              ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ 
                           1          24        8.19            24         8.19 
                           2          16        5.46            40        13.65 
                           3          16        5.46            56        19.11 
                           4          12        4.10            68        23.21 
                           5          14        4.78            82        27.99 
                           6          20        6.83           102        34.81 
                           7          11        3.75           113        38.57 
                           8          15        5.12           128        43.69 
                           9          13        4.44           141        48.12 
                          10          28        9.56           169        57.68 
                          11          11        3.75           180        61.43 
                          12          16        5.46           196        66.89 
                          13           8        2.73           204        69.62 
                          14           8        2.73           212        72.35 
                          15           6        2.05           218        74.40 
                          16           3        1.02           221        75.43 
                          17           4        1.37           225        76.79 
                          18           4        1.37           229        78.16 
                          19           1        0.34           230        78.50 
                          20          63       21.50           293       100.00 
 
                                     Frequency Missing = 1 
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2) How long have you lived at this address? (1 = < 1 year, 20 = > 20 years) 
 
                 ES_02_YEARS_                             Cumulative    Cumulative 
                      ADDRESS    Frequency     Percent     Frequency      Percent 
             ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ 
                            1          25       11.31            25        11.31 
                            2          12        5.43            37        16.74 
                            3          16        7.24            53        23.98 
                            4           7        3.17            60        27.15 
                            5          16        7.24            76        34.39 
                            6          12        5.43            88        39.82 
                            7           7        3.17            95        42.99 
                            8           9        4.07           104        47.06 
                            9           8        3.62           112        50.68 
                           10          17        7.69           129        58.37 
                           11           7        3.17           136        61.54 
                           12          12        5.43           148        66.97 
                           13           5        2.26           153        69.23 
                           14           8        3.62           161        72.85 
                           16           1        0.45           162        73.30 
                           17           5        2.26           167        75.57 
                           18           2        0.90           169        76.47 
                           19           1        0.45           170        76.92 
                           20          51       23.08           221       100.00 
 
                                     Frequency Missing = 73 
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3) Do you own or rent this house? (1 = own, 2 = rent) 
 
                ES_03_OWNER    Frequency     Percent     Frequency      Percent 
                ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ 
                          1         280       95.89           280        95.89 
                          2          12        4.11           292       100.00 
 
                                     Frequency Missing = 2 
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4) How many adults, aged 18 or older, live in this household? (1 = 1 adult, 6 = > 6 
adults) 
 
                 ES_04_ADULT_                             Cumulative    Cumulative 
                        COUNT    Frequency     Percent     Frequency      Percent 
             ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ 
                            1          29        9.93            29         9.93 
                            2         229       78.42           258        88.36 
                            3          22        7.53           280        95.89 
                            4          10        3.42           290        99.32 
                            5           2        0.68           292       100.00 
 
                                     Frequency Missing = 2 
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5) How many children under age 18 live in this household? (0 = 0 children, 6 = > 6 
children) 
 
                 ES_05_CHILD_                             Cumulative    Cumulative 
                        COUNT    Frequency     Percent     Frequency      Percent 
             ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ 
                            0          81       28.03            81        28.03 
                            1          59       20.42           140        48.44 
                            2         108       37.37           248        85.81 
                            3          36       12.46           284        98.27 
                            4           5        1.73           289       100.00 
 
                                     Frequency Missing = 5 
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6) Information about children under age 18. 
 

Total # 
of 

Children  

Ages 
of 

Children 

# of 
Children 

at 
Each Age  

Total # 
in 

Preschool 
or 

Daycare  

Grade in 
School 
of 

Children 

# of 
Children 

at 
Each 
Grade  

Name of 
School of 
Children 

# of 
Children 

at 
Each 
School 

% of 
Children 

at 
Each 
School 

381  0 17  113  K 34  Bethesda ES (K-5) 41 19% 
  1 27    1 30  Rockcreek Forest ES (Pre-K-5) 1 <1% 
  2 31    2 27  Rosemary Hills Primary ES (Pre-K-2) 42 19% 
  3 29    3 28  Westbrook ES (K-5) 2 1% 
  4 33    4 20  Chevy Chase ES (3-6) 11 5% 
  5 34    5 14  North Chevy Chase ES (3-6) 28 13% 
  6 31    6 10  Westland MS (6-8) 16 7% 
  7 31    7 10  Bethesda-Chevy Chase HS (9-12) 21 10% 
  8 22    8 10  Other Public 6 3% 
  9 19    9 6  Other Private 52 24% 
  10 18    10 7     
  11 4    11 7     
  12 9    12 9     
  13 10          
  14 4          
  15 10          
  16 7          
  17 9          

 
The above summary table was created based on original SAS responses. Some data are missing due to incomplete response. 
 
Based on the ages of children and number of children at each age, approximately 40% of SAS respondents have preschool age 
children (age < 5), 10% have Kindergarten age children (age = 5), 35% have elementary school age children (age > 5 and < 11), 7% 
have middle school age children (age > 10 and < 14), and 9% have high school age children (age > 13) (inclusive). 
 
Based on the grade in school of children and number of children at each grade, 16% of SAS respondents have children in 
Kindergarten (grade = K), 56% have children in elementary school (grade > K and < 6), 14% have children in middle school (grade > 
5 and < 9), and 14% have children in high school (grade > 8) (inclusive). 
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7) What is your race or ethnic origin? (W = white, B/AA = black/African American, 
A/PI = Asian/Pacific Islander, S/H/L = Spanish/Hispanic/Latino, NA/AN = Native 
American or Alaska Native, MR = mixed race, O = other) 
 
                                                                          Cumulative  Cumulative 
ES_07_RACE                                           Frequency   Percent   Frequency    Percent 
ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ 
A/PI                                                        6      2.18           6       2.18 
MR                                                          8      2.91          14       5.09 
O                                                           3      1.09          17       6.18 
S/H/L                                                      11      4.00          28      10.18 
W                                                         247     89.82         275     100.00 
 
                                     Frequency Missing = 19 
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8) Preferences for East Bethesda’s assigned elementary track: 
 

• Option 1: Rosemary Hills Primary for K-2nd Grade, and Bethesda Elementary for 3rd Grade-5th Grade. 
• Option 2: Bethesda Elementary for K-5th Grade. 
• Option 3: Rosemary Hills Primary for K-2nd Grade, and North Chevy Chase for 3rd Grade-6th Grade. 
• Option 4: Rosemary Hills Primary for K-2nd Grade, and Chevy Chase for 3rd Grade-6th Grade. 
• Option 5: Geographic Student Choice Assignment Plan (Consortium). 
• Option 6: Other/No preference. 

 
Among all SAS respondents: 
 
                 _1st_choice_                             Cumulative    Cumulative 
                      option_    Frequency     Percent     Frequency      Percent 
             ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ 
                            1           7        2.54             7         2.54 
                            2         163       59.06           170        61.59 
                            3          33       11.96           203        73.55 
                            4          10        3.62           213        77.17 
                            5          31       11.23           244        88.41 
                            6          32       11.59           276       100.00 
 
                                     Frequency Missing = 18 
 
Among SAS respondents with a preference: 
 
                                       The FREQ Procedure 
 
                 _1st_choice_                             Cumulative    Cumulative 
                      option_    Frequency     Percent     Frequency      Percent 
             ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ 
                            1           7        2.87             7         2.87 
                            2         163       66.80           170        69.67 
                            3          33       13.52           203        83.20 
                            4          10        4.10           213        87.30 
                            5          31       12.70           244       100.00 
 
                                     Frequency Missing = 18 
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8) Preferences for East Bethesda’s assigned elementary track - cont’d: 
 

• Option 1: Rosemary Hills Primary for K-2nd Grade, and Bethesda Elementary for 3rd Grade-5th Grade. 
• Option 2: Bethesda Elementary for K-5th Grade. 
• Option 3: Rosemary Hills Primary for K-2nd Grade, and North Chevy Chase for 3rd Grade-6th Grade. 
• Option 4: Rosemary Hills Primary for K-2nd Grade, and Chevy Chase for 3rd Grade-6th Grade. 
• Option 5: Geographic Student Choice Assignment Plan (Consortium). 
• Option 6: Other/No preference. 

 
Among SAS respondents with a preference residing in Glennbrook Village*: 
 
                 _1st_choice_                             Cumulative    Cumulative 
                      option_    Frequency     Percent     Frequency      Percent 
             ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ 
                            1           2        3.23             2         3.23 
                            2          34       54.84            36        58.06 
                            3          16       25.81            52        83.87 
                            4           2        3.23            54        87.10 
                            5           8       12.90            62       100.00 
 
                                     Frequency Missing = 7 
 
Among SAS respondents with a preference not residing in Glennbrook Village*: 
 
                 _1st_choice_                             Cumulative    Cumulative 
                      option_    Frequency     Percent     Frequency      Percent 
             ƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒƒ 
                            1           5        2.75             5         2.75 
                            2         129       70.88           134        73.63 
                            3          17        9.34           151        82.97 
                            4           8        4.40           159        87.36 
                            5          23       12.64           182       100.00 
 
                                     Frequency Missing = 11 
 
The distribution of responses within the _1st_choice_option_ variable differs 
significantly between residents residing in and not residing in Glennbrook Village, χ2 (4) 
= 11.25, p = 0.0239. 
 



EBCA Codebook for SAS ES-09 
 
SAS respondents were given an opportunity to provide EBCA with open comments to 
consider (Item ES_09). These comments were then content-coded into 8 categories (A-
H) based on common themes identified. 
 
A total of 156 SAS respondents (53%) provided comments. The relative percentage of 
those respondents endorsing each code (and code descriptions) are given below, 
sorted in descending order. (Note that percentages do no sum to 100% as respondents 
may have commented in 1 or more coded areas.) 
 
47% - Code C: Re/Open Lynbrook/Neighborhood/Local elementary school so East 
Bethesda students can walk to/from school/Do not want a long school bus ride. 
 
36% - Code B: Have East Bethesda students attend the same school (single physical 
location) for Grades K-5/6 (single elementary school). 
 
20% - Code D: Keep East Bethesda siblings together/Do not split an East Bethesda 
family across elementary schools/Need a ‘grandfather clause’ to permit an East 
Bethesda family to stay together, and prevent it from happening in the future. 
 
17% - Code A: Keep East Bethesda together by having cohorts of our elementary 
students attend school(s) together as a cohort. 
 
13% - Code F: East Bethesda needs to be able to provide input on solution for new 
school articulation pattern/Current articulation pattern does not meet community need. 
 
12% - Code E: Prefer a ‘school choice’ option for East Bethesda. 
 
9% - Code H: Small classroom size is important/Want to avoid schools/classrooms that 
are overenrolled/overcrowded. 
 
7% - Code G: [We] Transferred [our] students to private school (non-MCPS) because of 
(or in order to avoid) current disruptive and inconsistent MCPS articulation pattern in 
East Bethesda. 




